Honors Chemistry
Watts

Introduction:	
Welcome to Honors Chemistry.  My hope is that this class will present you with a greater appreciation and understanding of the chemistry that takes place all around you.  Every aspect of the universe involves the application of chemistry in one way or another.  By its definition, chemistry is the systematic approach to understanding matter, its composition, behavior and changes.  This definition covers everything from the unseen atoms that make up your DNA to the behavior of the inside of the Sun.  The nature of everything around you, both seen and unseen are based on what you will learn in this course.  Therefore, it is important and worthwhile to study and understand the fundamental concepts of chemistry.

Brief Description of the Course:
	Honors Chemistry is a first year high school chemistry course, which is a pre-requisite for Advanced Placement (AP) Chemistry.  At the end of the second year course, AP Chemistry, students will be prepared to take the College Board Advanced Placement Chemistry Exam.  Chemistry is a “hands-on” course using unique learning techniques to introduce the student to the structure of matter, its changes and the energy involved in those changes.  A comprehensive approach to learning will be emphasized.  For many students, chemistry is the first course requiring comprehensive learning and skill usage.  Students must study at home to internalize the concepts and gain problem solving skills. (Prerequisites for this class include Algebra I and Biology.)  

Course Goals: This course is designed to give students an understanding of matter and its changes.
Students will gain:
	Knowledge of chemical theories and calculations
	Appreciation of the various ways chemistry can affect our world
	Skills in using the scientific method to solve problems and design experiments
	Knowledge and practical application of laboratory safety and techniques
	Skills in collection, processing, and evaluating laboratory data, and scientific writing

Materials Required:
For this class you will need a 1-1 ½ inch binder, scientific calculator (cell phone will not be allowed for calculations), and a pencil/pen. There is a $15.00 lab fee for this class.

Grading:
	This course will be a weighted course for overall GPA.  The numerical average; however, will remain the same as it would for any other course. The scale for GPA calculations is below.  This course will consist of unit tests counting 60%, laboratory assignments and quizzes 20%, and homework and classwork 20%.  

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to make up all work.  School policy is three days upon return.  If you miss a test, you will need to schedule a time to take the test either before school or after school.  Class time will not be taken to make up tests.  With regard to absences on lab days, alternative lab assignments will be assigned.  The assignment and length of assignment will vary at my discretion.  As lab absences increase, so will the assignment.

Grades will be posted on the INOW website periodically.  It make take several days to grade some assignments so please do not expect immediate results.

Laboratory:
	The laboratory work in this course includes some questions based on experiences and skills students acquire in the laboratory: making observations of chemical reactions and substances; recording data; calculating and interpreting results based on the quantitative data obtained; and communicating effectively the results of experimental work.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Students need to keep a notebook of laboratory work that can be readily reviewed. Laboratory work will be submitted in a required format.  An example lab and guidelines for writing lab reports will be provided.  Twenty points per day will be deducted from late assignments.  

Policies:
· All exams in this course will count 10% of the total average for the nine weeks.  No one is exempt from midterms and it is highly suggested that you take the final exam.  
· All assignments are to be done individually.  Students who copy work from others, or allow their own work to be copied are guilty of cheating.  Falsifying laboratory results is also cheating.  All forms of cheating result in a grade of zero.
· Lab reports in which the student has plagiarized from an outside source, or from fellow students automatically earn zero points for the plagiarized section(s).  Students are expected to work in groups in the lab, but do their own thinking and writing on their lab reports.  Do not present the argument “but we worked on it together” if confronted with cheating.  If students submit lab reports with identical sections, you will receive no credit for your work.  I will not make a distinction regarding who did the original writing and who did the copying.  In instances of copying, all students involved lose credit. 
· In labs, aprons and goggles are mandatory.
· All students must have signed safety contracts turned in to participate in lab.
· Regarding absences- 
The policy found in the Student Handbook will be followed.  Yet, there are specific items to remember when you are absent from class. 
1. Always get an excused/unexcused admission slip from the office before school begins. If a student has to leave class to get a slip, a tardy will be assigned.  It is the student’s responsibility to make sure the slip is shown to the teacher prior to the roll call, NOT during class time.
2. Makeup work should always be arranged by the student. It is NOT the teacher’s responsibility to remind students that they have missed work due to an absence. 
3. If you are absent the day before a pre-announced test, you MUST take the test                                                                                                   on the previously announced day. An absence is not an excuse for turning in a project late when you have been given sufficient time to turn it in.
4. All students have three days to make up missed work or labs and it is the student’s responsibility to schedule make-up tests.
5. Deadlines will be strictly adhered to in this class.  Sufficient notice of due dates will be given; therefore, you have no reason to turn in any assignment late.  There will be 20 points per day deducted from late projects/papers.  It is your responsibility to turn in your assignments on time.  This is an advanced class and you should not have to be reminded to be responsible.  Do not ask to turn in your work at the end of the nine weeks; it will not be accepted.  

General Expectations/Rules and Procedures: 
· Be in your seat when bell rings and be ready to start class.
· Bring all materials with you to class each day.
· Use proper procedure in lab and dress appropriately.
· Respect each other’s right to a positive learning environment.
· Food and drink are allowed in class provided that all trash is properly disposed.  No food and drink are allowed in lab at any time unless directed by the teacher.
· Cell phone usage during class is not allowed unless directed by the teacher. Cell phones will be stored in a designated area during class time and will be returned prior to student dismissal.  If student does not store phone in designated area and uses his/her phone during class, the phone will be taken up and turned into the office.  
· Be present in class.  Excessive absences will affect your grade.  If you are not willing to put forth the effort to be successful in this class, you may need to look at alternative options.

Teacher Contact Information:
If you need to reach me, you may email me at nicole.watts@rcs.k12.al.us or call and leave a voicemail at 256-331-2110 extension 1012. 







*This is a tentative syllabus and is subject to change.  Students will be notified of changes.






I have read and understand the rules and procedures of this class and the lab safety contract. I agree to abide by these rules and understand that failure to do so will result in disciplinary action.


Student Signature							Date


Parent/Guardian Signature						Date


Lab Safety Contract Questions

Do you wear contact lenses?        	Yes____	No____

Are you color blind?			Yes____	No____

Do you have allergies? 			Yes____	No____

If yes, please list specific allergies
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





